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A passion for books

Fghaordt ke Rowsx ks the Progromme Librorion af Wesionario Libvary
information Services, He is passionate about the imporont role
Werocy con play in peopie’s lives. Naliboli spoke fo him about his
enthusiaem for reading and books.
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Across the country, individuals and
organisafions are finding woys fo make
reading and writing part of children’s
daily lives. To say thank you, our
featured Siory Stars will recedve meal
vouchers® courtesy of Wimpy to enjoy
with the children in whose lives they are
making a difference.
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w: hid behind the hedge, Peloyvume, Kitso and me,
all breathing hard. *Did vou see her™ Pelovame

asked breathiess,

“Yeah, she's scary,” | said, though | hadn®t really seen
her. But | didn’t need to. Evervone knew what Mma
Raphane looked like, She had wild grey hair and was
tall and bony-<thin, with etbows that could cut straight
through a person. If vou looked into her eyves, vou
would be turmed into a zombie. Many children had. We
all knew that.

“She poked her head out of the door when | threw the
stone, did vou see™ Kitso said excitedly, “My cousin
siad she ate his ca™

“¥eah. she does that sometimes.” Pelovame said
nodding her head. Peloyame knew everything there
was 1o know aboul Mma Raplane, the witch,
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LIPekovame wema ecingwend esele vedwa. “Hee! Nena
mtoni bafoadini™ Liggwirhabaz elo! Ingaba nivilibele loo
ma?T Wonke ubam akiange ambove uPelovame, Mok
ke, wakhabe umhbabi namatyve war wahamba wenka
endmsindo.

LibMma Raphane wabaponga bonke abanmwann ababembalcka
meshn elide. Waongi kuCabrel nakum. Amchlo aki
mvepgwanye invemben, “Enkoss,” watkho npelizw
eliffwvexave, Wikimoumels njengokuba sasihlell phants
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We thanked her and sat down 1o drink. The other children
watched us for some time, and then they came into the vard,
one by one, They packed up our toals and got o work whene
wie had ket of

Pelovame stood af the fence alone. “Hey? Wit are vou
guys doimg? She's a witch! Have you forgotten?” Evervone
ignored Peloyame. So she kicked the ground and walked

mway angrily.

Mma Raphane looked at the children who had run from her
fior so bong, She tumed ww Gabriel and me, There were tears
in her eyes. “Thank you.” she said i a scratchy whisper. She
srniled down at us as we sat drinking water on her stoep.
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arimeln emva kwehej,

uPelovame, uKiso kunyve
nam, sonke stkhefuzela.
“Umbonile™ uPeloymme

withuwsn emaphikana

*Ewe, uyovikekn,™ ndaisho,
nanging mdingakhange
ndimhoneg nokumbono

kKodwa ke, kwakungekho
miuneko yakumbona. Wonke
ubani wavevazl indlela
akhnngeleka ngayo uMmn
Raphanc, Wayenorimvi
czidlakadlaka Kwave wivemde
chhitve engamathambeo,
eneenggniba ezitsolo ennizathi
ringakuhlaba rikupgobhoze.
Xa uthe wamjonga emehlwent, uvakuguguka ube
sisithunaela. Abantwana abaning baguquka haba
rizithunzeln, Sonke sasivard loo nio,

“Uye wakroba emnyango ndakuba ndigibisele ilitve,
umbanile?™ UKitio watsho echulumancile. “Umiala
wam uthi ikati vakhe vatyiwa npueMma Raphane.™

“Ewe, uvakwenza oko neamanye amaxesha,™
uPelovame uishilo engwaln intloko, UPelovame
wavesarl Konke umniu anakho ukwaed ngodMma
Raphane, aliggwirhakar,
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el |
,‘il looked at the house up on the hill, Its pink
peching paint fading in the ot Botswana sun, Tall
prass filled the yord. Amvihing could be hiding in
that grass. A shiver ran down my spineg.

| tumed to Peloyame. She was explaining to Kitso
how witches fike Mmuo Raphane used stolen cats
in their powerful medicine. [t was getting late.

| knew ['d be in troublke i7 1 didn't get home.
*Listen, guys, | have to ga!™ | left them in the
hedge busy with their witch talk.
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We collected spades and rakes and headed back up the
hill. Gabriel and | knocked quictly on the door, We had a
short talk with Mma Raphane. Then we started clearing
the long, dried grass in the yard. As we worked, other
children came 10 stand along the fence. They stared at
us, but kept silent,

Peloyame came too. She saw me and shouted, *Teboga,
are you crazy? Aren’t vou afraid of the witch?”

“She's not a witch!™ Gabriel shouted back angrily.

Just then Mma Raphane came out with two glasses of
cool water,

Spqokekela mithiakulo neehanka sare saphindo sanyvuka
igeduka. Mna noGabricl sankgonkgoera kancinang, Saba
nencoke emiinshane nodMma Raphane. Emva koko
salisa ukutshenta oo ngea inde vomileyvo evadini
vakhe, Njengokuba sasiscbenzn, abanye abantwana bezn
kuma ecimgweni babukela. Basijonga nje, kodwa zange

hatisethe.

U Peloyame naye ween kubukeln, Wandibona waze
wandikhwazn, " Tebogo, uphambene? Akuloyvika
ipgwirhakmzi?"

“Akalogqwirhakan!"™ uCabriel wakhwaza ephendula
ngomsindio,

Kanve ngafoo meweu ubmn Rophane wavela ephethe
inglasi eximbin smans abanduyve,
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Story cormer
Here is a story for you o read aloud or fedl,
It iz about a clever, young boy who always

tried fo help others.
The magic paintbrush
(Fart 1) retold by Wendy Harmann
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