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Use your imagination to 
complete this story.

Sebedisa boinahanelo ba hao ho qetella 
pale ena.

Nal'ibali fun �0�R�Q�D�W�H���Z�D���1�D�O�·�L�E�D�O�L

Look out for our special 
International Literacy 

Day edition of the 
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week of 23 August 2015!
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Every morning, Siraaj’s father drives a truck. It is not an ordinary truck, 

because it squirts water and has big, round brushes at the bottom 

near the wheels. Siraaj’s father says it is a big dirt monster that eats 

up the rubbish people leave behind in the streets, and it washes and 

scrubs the streets too! He says it is a good monster because it only 

catches rubbish and dirt. Without it we’d be in a lot of trouble!

Siraaj’s father often tells a story about one day when the good dirt 

monster was sick and had to go to the garage for repairs. That 

morning he had woken up, got dressed for work, had his breakfast 

and started his long walk to work by 5 a.m. As he was walking to 

work, Siraaj’s father noticed something which told him that today was 

going to be different to all the other work days. He saw ...

The dirt monster
Hoseng ho hong le ho hong, ntata Siraaj o kganna lori. Ha se lori e 

tlwaelehileng feela, hobane e hasa metsi mme e na le diborashe tse kgolo 

tse tjhitja tlase pela mabidi. Ntata Siraaj o re ke setshosa se seholo sa 

ditshila mme se ja matlakala ao batho ba a siyang diterateng, mme hape 

se hlatswa le ho koropa diterata! O re ke setshosa se lokileng hobane e 

tshwara matlakala le tshila feela. Ntle le yona re ne re tla ba mathateng ruri!
Ntata Siraaj hangata o pheta pale ya letsatsi le leng moo setshosa se 

lokileng sa ditshila se neng se kula mme se ileng sa tlameha ho ya 

karatjheng ho ya lokiswa. Hoseng hoo o ne a ile a tsoha, a aparela ho ya 

mosebetsing, a ja dijo tsa hae tsa hoseng mme a qala leeto le lelelele ho ya 

mosebetsing ka hora ya 5 hoseng. Eitse ha a le tseleng e yang mosebetsing, 

ntata Siraaj a lemoha ho hong ho ileng ha mmolella hore kajeno ho tla 

fapana le matsatsi ohle a mang a mosebetsi. O ile a bona ...

Setshosa sa ditshila 

Answers: eight, Gogo, books, pirates, ice cream     

How much do you know about Neo? Choose 
the correct word from each pair of red words 
to complete the information about him.

O tseba hakae ka Neo? Kgetha lentswe le nepahetseng 
ho tswa ho para ka nngwe ya mantswe a mafubedu ho 
qetella tlhahisoleseding e mabapi le yena.

Neo is eight/�ve years old. He lives with his mom, 
dad, little sister and Noodle/Gogo. His best friend 
is Bella. They play together and read stories every 
day after school! Neo loves playing soccer and 
reading books/newspapers. His favourite books 
are adventure stories – especially ones about 
pirates/dogs. In fact, just last night he dreamt he 
was a pirate from one of his adventure stories – 
and he was eating his favourite snack too:  
ice cream/carrots!

Neo o dilemo tse robedi/hlano. O dula le mme wa hae, 
ntatae, kgaitsedi ya hae le Noodle/Nkgono. Motswalle wa 
hae wa sebele ke Bella. Ba bapala mmoho mme ba bala 
dipale kamehla kamora sekolo! Neo o rata ho bapala bolo 
ya maoto le ho bala dibuka/dikoranta. Dibuka tseo a di 
ratang ka ho fetisisa ke dipale tsa tshibollo – haholoholo tse 
buang ka diphaerete/dintja. Hantlentle, maobane bosiu 
o lorile e le phaerete ya e nngwe ya dipale tsa hae tsa 
tshibollo – mme hape o ne a eja seneke seo a se ratang ka 
ho fetisisa: aesekerimi/dihwete!
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Word challenge
Are you good at writing words? Take the three letters of 
Neo’s name and see how many words you can build using:
�t�� all three letters (N, E, O) together with any other letters 

of the alphabet
�t�� two of the letters in “Neo” with any other letters.

How many words did you write down?

Phephetso ya mantswe
Na o kgona ho ngola mantswe hantle? Nka ditlhaku tse tharo tsa lebitso 
la Neo mme o bone hore na o ka bopa mantswe a makae o sebedisa:
�t�� ditlhaku tsohle tse tharo (N, E, O) mmoho le ditlhaku dife kapa dife 

tsa nteterwane
�t�� ditlhaku tse pedi tsa lentswe lena “Neo” mmoho le ditlhaku dife 

kapa dife tse ding.

O ngotse mantswe a makae?

Dikarabo: robedi, Nkgono, dibuka, diphaerete, aesekerimi 


