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As Hans walked up the hill towards  
his home village, a �ash of sparks  
made him look to the side of the road.  
A knife-grinder was sharpening knives  
on his grindstone.

“You seem very happy,” called Hans.

“I am happy,” answered the knife-grinder. “Every knife I grind puts 
money in my pocket. All you need is a good grindstone and everything 
else is easy.” Then he looked at Hans rather carefully. “Tell you what,” 
he said, “I’ll exchange my grindstone for your goose. The grindstone’s 
a little bit worn, but your goose isn’t  
brand new either.”

“That is very generous of you,” said Hans. “My, what a day  
I am having!”

It had been a long day and Hans felt very 
tired and hot. He stopped at the well for a 
drink of water. He put the grindstone down 
carefully and started to wind up the bucket 
full of water. But the bucket swung and 
knocked the grindstone off the low wall. It 
fell into the well with a great splash!

“This is the best thing that has happened so 
far!” said Hans. “I don’t have to carry that 
heavy thing one more step. My mother will 
be glad when I tell her what I have done!”

And he walked on up the road without a 
care in the world.

Here is the second part of the story about Hans who has 
lots of not-so-wise ideas! Enjoy reading or retelling it.

Hukung ya dipale
Ena ke karolo ya bobedi ya pale ka Hans ya nang le 

mehopolo e mengata eo e-seng-bohlale! Natefelwa ke ho e 
bala kapa ho e pheta hape.

Hans ya Bohlale  
(Karolo ya 2 )  

E phetwa hape ke Jay Heale

Ditshwantsho ka Meg Jordi

Story corner

Wise Hans   
(Part 2)  

Retold by Jay Heale

Illustrations by Meg Jordi

Ha a ntse a nyolosa leralla ho ya motseng wa habo, 
ho phatsima ha ditlhase ha etsa hore a shebe ka 
thoko ho tsela. Moleotsi wa thipa o ne a leotsa dithipa 
lejweng le leotsang la hae. 

“O bonahala o thabile haholo,” ho rialo Hans.

“Ke thabile,” ho araba moleotsi wa thipa. “Thipa e nngwe le e nngwe eo 
ke e leotsang e kenya tjhelete ka pokothong ya ka. Seo o se hlokang ke 
lejwe la ho leotsa le hlwahlwa mme tsohle di ba bonolo.” Yaba o sheba 
Hans ka hloko. “E re ke o bolelle,”a rialo, “ke tla o fa lejwe la ka la ho 
leotsa mme wena o mphe lekgansi la hao. Lejwe la ho leotsa le se le 
batla e le la kgale, feela lekgansi la hao le lona ha le letjha.”

“O feela o lokile e le kannete,” ho rialo Hans. “Shuu, ekare o ka nka le 
letsatsi lena la ka kamoo ke kgathetseng kateng!”

E bile letsatsi le lelelele mme Hans o ne a ikutlwa 
a kgathetse a bile a tjhesa. O ile a emisa sedibeng 
ho nwa metsi. O ile a beha lejwe la ho leotsa fatshe 
ka hloko mme a qalella ho nyolla nkgo e tletseng 
metsi. Feela nkgo e ile ya tsokotseha mme ya thula 
lejwe la ho leotsa ya le dihela fatshe leboteng. Le ile 
la wela ka sedibeng ka matla a maholo!

“Ena ke ntho e molemo e etsahetseng ho �hla 
hajwale!” ho rialo Hans. “Ha ke sa tlameha ho jara 
ntho ela e boima bohato bo bong hape. Mme  
wa ka o tla thaba ha ke mo jwetsa hore na ke 
entse eng!”

Yaba o nyolosa tsela a sa kgathalle letho 
lefatsheng.

In your next Nal' ibali 
supplement:
�t�� How to start a reading club

�t�� Our readers’ letters and messages 

�t�� A special Valentine’s Day activity

�t�� A cut-out-and-keep book, Bear’s haircut

�t�� A zigzag book, Spots

Bookmarks, posters, activity sheets... Download your 
free resources from the Nal’ibali “Resource Section” 
at www.nalibali.org

Tlatsetsong ya hao e  
latelang ya Nal 'ibali:
�t�� O ka qala jwang tlelapo ya ho bala

�t�� Mangolo le melaetsa tsa babadi ba rona 

�t�� Tshebetso e ikgethileng ya Letsatsi la Valentine

�t�� Bukana e-sehwang-le-ho-ipolokelwa, Mokuto wa Moriri  
wa Bere

�t�� Buka ya matswedintsweke, Matheba

Ditshwai tsa dibuka, diphousetara, dipampitshana tsa mesebetsi…  
Jarolla disebediswa tsa hao tsa mahala ho Nal’ibali “Resource Section”  
ho www.nalibali.org
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Tell us if you liked the story, Wise Hans – SMS 
“Bookmark” with your name and your comments  
to 32545. R1,00 per SMS.

Re bolelle haeba o ratile pale ya, Hans ya Bohlale – SMSa 
“Bookmark” mmoho le lebitso la hao le ditshwaelo tsa hao  
ho 32545. R1,00 SMS ka nngwe.


